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January LuncheonJanuary Luncheon  President’s Message 

 

Welcome to 2010 . . . 

It is a real privilege to serve as the Greater Lake 

Stevens Chamber of Commerce president. I would 

like to thank everyone for allowing me the oppor-

tunity to lead this organization for 2010. I would 

like to congratulate Randy Celori for a great year 

as Chamber president and for being recognized as 

one of the most influential people in Lake Stevens. 

With our newly emerging economy, and everyone 

working diligently to keep productive, the Cham-

ber will be a great resource for everyone to use. 

This upcoming month look for another class to be 

offered on QuickBooks; as many members used 

this class to either get themselves or staff updated. 

Another class we will look at holding is 

“Understanding Your Financial Statements”. I 

had some good conversations in December about 

financial statements and this was one class many 

will benefit from. 

On another note, there will be an opportunity for an 

evening business mixer on January 21st. The hosts 

for this meeting are Monika 

Kriostofferson with ―Efficient 

Organization‖ and Kelly 

Dubyne with ―Distinctive In-

terior Design‖. The location 

will be at Fire Station 82 and 

there will be an opportunity to 

view the newly designed Fire 

house. 
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Marcus Tageant 
2010 Chamber President 

 

Networking Social Hour   
Thursday, January 21st 

5:00-7:00 PM 

See full information on page 2 

Tax Updates 

The speaker for our January 11th Luncheon will be 
Richard Toyer CPA/PFS, founder and president of 
Toyer and Associates CPA‘s, Inc. 

Rich has over 35 years of experience in financial 
services, is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) and 
recognized by the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants as a Personal Financial Special-
ist (PFS). He is a Registered Representative with 
Genworth Financial Securities Corp. and is Series 7 
registered. Rich is also an Investment Adviser Rep-
resentative with Genworth Financial Advisers Corp. 

With Rich‘s extensive experience with taxes and 
in the financial world, he is an obvious choice to 
give us the scoop on the many tax changes that 
our businesses will be facing this year. 

Monday, January 11, 2010 11:30 AM 
Lake Stevens School District 

Educational Service Center, Room A 
12309 22nd Street NE • Downtown Lake Stevens 

$10 for members • $15 for non-members 

Please RSVP with the Chamber office, 425-334-0433 or 
info@lakestevenschamber.com by Wednesday, 
January 6th, or Pre-register and make payment 

via PayPal from the Chamber’s website 
www.LakeStevensChamber.com 

mailto:info@lakestevenschamber.com
http://www.lakestevenschamber.com
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2010 Officers 

 

Marcus Tageant, President 

Task Properties 

 

Pam Stevens, President Elect 

Lake Stevens Journal 

 

Tonya Christoffersen, Treasurer 

Lake Stevens Sewer District 

 

Kathleen Friend, Secretary 

Lake Stevens Family Center 

 

Randy Celori, Past President 

Lake Stevens Police Department 

 

 

 

Board Members 

 

Monika Kristofferson 

Efficient Organization 

 

Marci Miller 

Horizon BankðMarysville 

 

John Smythe 

CM IT Solutions 

 

Del Thompson 

Windermere/RMI Commercial 

 

Rob Toyer 

Toyer Financial Corp. 

 

Juanita Williams 

ERA Dan Williams Realty 

 

“The Chamber Board believes 

we should be one community in 

business, education, governance 

and living, and will work 

toward this goal.” 

 

Chamber Mixer ~ Toast to Success! 

Hosted by Kelly DuByne of Distinctive Interior Designs and Monika 

Kristofferson of Efficient Organization. 

Sponsored by Comcast Business Class. 

Please join us on Thursday, January 21st from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Lake 

Stevens Fire, Station 82, 9811 Chapel Hill Road, Lake Stevens. 

Å  Food prepared by New Country Grill 

Å  Door Prizes  

Å  Good Company!  

If you would like to donate a door prize to promote your business at the 

January 21st mixer, please contact Kelly DuByne 425-238-3678 or 

Monika Kristofferson 425-220-8905. Thank you! 

The Greater Lake Stevens Chamber of Commerce has decided to endorse the 

two upcoming levies for the Lake Stevens School District. The first levy is a 

technology levy which will go toward updating the Lake Stevens schools‘ 

outdated technology. Providing our students and teaching staff with current 

technology is a necessity as we expect them to be competitive in school and 

in the work place. In the end, updated technology will save the district time 

and money. Teachers and students will be able to access files from each 

other and the schools can offer more for students and teachers in terms of 

software—saving teachers a lot of time, which in turn, saves the district 

money. 

The other levy is a four year M&O replacement levy, which helps the Lake 

Stevens School District with maintenance and facilities, student transporta-

tion, student athletics and activities and many other issues. For more infor-

mation you can go to the Chamber‘s website www.lakestevenschamber.com 

and you can sign up to endorse the levy as well as get more information. 

We look forward to another great year for the Chamber of Commerce and its 

members. 

Happy New Year! 

Marcus A. Tageant 
President 

Presidentôs message continued . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Chamber Board at Work 

The 2010 Chamber board will be holding their annual planning retreat on 

Wednesday, January 13th. 

If you have any ideas or issues that you would like them to give attention to, 

please contact 2010 president Marcus Tageant at marcus@taskproperties.com  

or 425-377-8183 as soon as possible. 

http://www.lakestevenschamber.com
mailto:marcus@taskproperties.com


Your Foundation:  Your Business Plan 
By Monika Kristofferson, Professional Organizer 

Do you have a road map for your business? 

How do you know where you‘re going and 

how do you know when you get there? 

Your business plan can be the guide and tool 

that allows you to decide where and how you 

want to spend your time and energy. If you 

don‘t know what your goals are, if you don‘t 

know what direction you are going to take with your business, then how will you 

know when you should say yes and when you should say no to requests and 

commitments on your time? 

Your time is valuable. Your energy is valuable. Your time is money. Sit down 

and map out a plan. 

When I created my business plan, I did it my way. I didn‘t follow a book, I 

didn‘t download a template, I just sat down and created a plan that worked for 

me. It included: 

My mission statement 

A description of exactly what I do 

A marketing plan for personal networking, online networking and media 

presence 

A plan for my internet presence 

A client follow-up plan 

Amount of services I am willing to donate 

Ways I can go the extra mile for my clients 

An attraction plan for the type of clients I would like to work with 

Now maybe I didn‘t create my business plan by the book, but I know exactly 

where I‘m going and just how I‘m going to get there; you can too! 
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Dr. Scott 
Steedman, 
DDS, MPH  

425.334.4087  
 

Complimentary Whitening, for new 

patients with exam, x - ray, & cleanings  

Gentle and positive personalized care  

Environmentally Conscientious  

High tech, soft touch  

Now Accepting New Patients!  
Conveniently Located in Frontier village 

Accepting most insurance plans 

2010 Dates to Remember 

Luncheons: With the exception of May, the Chamber‘s monthly luncheons 

take place on the second Monday of each month. 

Business Expo: April 24th 

Leadership Breakfast: May 20th 

Aquafest: July 23rd, 24th & 25th 

Auction Gala: To be announced 

 SHOP AT HOME 

www.dol.wa.gov 
Internet Renewals ~ Pick-up or Mail 

 

VILLAGE LICENSE AGENCY 
LAKE STEVENS 

Serving Snohomish County since 1977 
 

425.334.7311 • Fax 425.334.0632 
 

Hours: M-F 10AM-6PM ~ Sat 10AM-3PM 
 

Tabs • Title Transfers • Boat Renewals 

Tonnage • Notary • Fax 
 

Located South of Safeway on Hwy 9 
(between Razzals & Windermere) 

 

  January 11th 

  February 8th 

  March 8th 

  April 12th 

  May 17th (third Monday) 

  June 14th 

 July 12th 

 August 9th 

 September 13th 

 October 11th 

 November 8th 

 December 13th 

http://www.dol.wa.gov
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Business of the Month 

M.D. Cleaning Services, LLC 
Vicki Machovsky 

1429 Ave D, #184 • Snohomish, WA 98290 

425-359-6620 • vicki@mdclean.net 

Thank you for the opportunity to be highlighted in the Chamber‘s newsletter. 
I grew up in Lake Stevens, attended K thru 12 in the Lake Stevens School 

District and graduated class of ‘75. My parents are still residents.   

I have been a small business owner for the past five years. I started my 

cleaning company with my daughters in 2005 and have since expanded to 10 

employees. I founded my company on high standards with an attention to 

detail, winning the trust of my clients. I work hard with each client and their 

budget to get the best possible cleaning and help they are looking for. 

Please contact me today at 425-359-6620 or vicki@mdclean.net to discuss 

how we can best serve you. 

Chamber Ambassadors  

Thank you to our Chamber Ambassadors Club! 

Randy Celori ~ Lake Stevens Police Department  

Monika Kristofferson ~ Efficient Organization  

Marci Miller ~ Horizon Bank-Marysville (Ambassador Chair)  

Daniel Rabinovich  ~ Lake Stevens LeTip  

Terie Renner ~ Lakeside Promotions NW  

Laura Reynolds ~ Sundance Team/Keller Williams (Mixer Chair)  

Marcus Tageant ~ Task Properties  

Rob Toyer ~ Toyer Financial Corp. 

Andrew Urie ~ Sherwood Community Services  

Juanita Williams ~ ERA Dan Williams Realty  

The Chamber Ambassadors greet people at events, help plan mixers, keep in 

touch with members and promote the Chamber to prospective new members. 

If you have any questions or comments to share with them, you can find contact 

info for each on the Chamber website directory, or contact Marci Miller if you 

would like to join the Club.   

Confirm Accuracy Of Membership Listing 

Please go to the Chamber website www.lakestevenschamber.com and check 

your ―directory‖ listing for accuracy. We will begin compiling the 2010 

Membership Directory shortly and will be using the information on hand unless 

you contact us with updates. 

If you have any questions or need to make updates contact Donna at the 

Chamber office, 425-334-0433 or info@lakestevenschamber.com. 

mailto:vicki@mdclean.net
mailto:vicki@mdclean.net
http://www.lakestevenschamber.com/directory.htm
http://www.lakestevenschamber.com
mailto:info@lakestevenschamber.com


 

Chamber/Business News 

Sojen Cellars Opens in Everett for New Years! 
(Formerly Griffins Crossing Winery) 

We are so excited to announce the opening of our new winery and tasting room 

in Everett on Hewitt Avenue next to the Terracotta Red restaurant. It's been four 

long months of building out the new space to be able to move the production 

from our home in Lake Stevens to a suitable location that will allow us to 

continue to expand our winery along with a tasting room. We have so many 

people to thank for all the hard work you've done. 

For those of you haven't heard yet, we are required by law to change our name 

from Griffins Crossing Winery due to a dispute from another winery that has a 

similar name. It is with a heavy heart that we have to make this change, but like 

the Phoenix, we will rise from the ashes as Sojen Cellars, a nickname that I used 

to call Jen when we talked on the phone because I was nervous and kept asking 

her "So Jen, what are you doing?" Out of this an animated character was created 

of Jen, which became a karate kicking girl with pigtails, which graces the custom 

wine we created for Terracotta Red. Our image of the bird in our name ties back 

to our family series of wines with the Blackwall Manor Merlot and the home I 

grew up in. We both feel honored and blessed to be able to include our family in 

this dream of winemaking and sharing our passion with others.  

We have a couple of outstanding new additions to help us get Sojen Cellars up 

and running. Kim Frederickson, as our tasting room manager, will greet you at 

the tasting bar and lead you through a tasting of our current selection of wines. 

Also, Chris Hendrickson, as our cellarmaster and sales representative, will be 

available to show you his handy work in getting our new space up an running! 

Give them both a huge ―thank you‖ for all of their hard work and patience in 

making Sojen Cellars happen. 

As we move into the new year with our new adventure, we hope to be able to 

bring live music events on Friday nights, special themed events during the week 

and the beginning of our wine club appreciation weekends, more info on that to 

follow as we put it all together. 

So on that note, we wish all of you a Happy New Year and hope that the year 

2010 will make all your dreams come true because it sure has for us. We look 

forward to seeing everyone at our new space in Everett. Please check out our 

Sojen Cellars website at http://sojencellars.com/. 

Cheers ~ the gang at Sojen Cellars ~ Max, Jen, Kim and Chris 

Tasting Room Location: 2818 Hewitt Ave., Everett, WA 98201 (one block off 

I-5 on Hewitt Ave & Pine St.) 

Tasting Room Hours: Tuesday - Friday from 4:00-8:00 p.m. and Saturday from 

12:00-5:00 p.m.** 

**Private events are available Friday and Saturday evenings and Sundays by 

appointment only. We can accommodate up to 20 for a winemaker dinner in the 

winery and up to 98 for special events. Please contact Jen at the tasting room 

number 425-263-9651 for pricing and scheduling. 
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Supporting people with disabilities  
 

Early Intervention  

Employment Services  

Assistive Technology  
 

402ɭ91st Avenue NE, 

Lake Stevens WA 98258    425.334.4071 

www.sherwoodcs.org  

http://sojencellars.com/
http://sojencellars.com/
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 Community News 

Lakeside Community Fellowship 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY: 

(FPU) is Dave Ramsey's life-changing program that teaches you to achieve your financial goals by eliminating 

debt, saving for the future, and giving like never before. More than 1 million families have attended FPU with 

amazing results. You will be challenged and motivated to make a plan for your money and change your family 

tree forever! 

Free Preview Class at Cavelero Mid-High - Thursday, January 7, 2010 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Library 

Class begins:   Wednesday,  January 27,  2010 from 6:15-8:00 p.m. 

      Sunday, January 31, 2010 from 8:30-10:00 a.m. 

13 week course ends: Wednesday, April 28 

      Sunday, May 2 (extra week allows for Spring break) 

Cost $99 ~ Kit includes Total Money Makeover book, Cash envelope, Workbook and Cd‘s of each lesson (13) 

Black & White Cocktail Party Fundraiser Benefiting Sherwood Community Services 
Hosted by Jan and Lorrie Larsen 

Saturday, January 30, 2010 ~ 7pm – 10pm at their Residence 

A $50 per person donation is your entrance to this fabulous celebration with others in the community who wish 

to mingle, enjoy delectable bites of food, and libations. Dress in any style ―black and white‖ as we illustrate 

through the event that life is not just black and white through the innovative and heartwarming way Sherwood 

Community Services touches our community. 

Contact Kelli at kellilynnevents@gmail.com or 425.335.0906 to receive an invitation and to RSVP. 

Friends of the Library News 

Among Friends ~ A publication of Lake Stevens Friends of the Library by Lorna Hole 

HAPPY NEW YEAR ~ January 2010 

 December was a busy month.  The booth at Dickens Fair was a great opportunity to tell people about Friends of 

the Library and all the services we are able to provide through our fund-raising efforts. Thanks to all the hard-

working volunteers who manned the booth. We had a variety of hand crafted items for sale as well as raffle 

tickets for the gift basket that was awarded at the open house/tea on the 19th.   

Our other big event was the Holiday Tea on December 19th from 1 to 3 PM.  The selection of homemade 

cookies was awesome.  Susan Tipswold was the lucky winner of that beautiful basket of tea items.   

BUDGET: The Executive Board has finalized the budget for 2010.  If we are to continue all the great programs 

we have supported in past years, we‘ll need to plan a few fund-raising events. You, dear reader, can help by 

suggesting events and then, working for and/or supporting the events. 

Copies of the 2010 budget are available upon request. Copies will also be available at our annual meeting on 

January 21st. 

ANNUAL MEETING: Mark your calendar – Thursday, January 21st, 7:00 p.m. at the L. S. Community 

Center (Located between library and city hall). 

mailto:kellilynnevents@gmail.com
mailto:Ls.library@msn.com
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Mary Hickey, local author, teacher and quilt designer, will be our guest speaker at this meeting. This should be a 

fun evening. The meeting is open to everyone in the community. Bring your friends; learn about the art of 

quilting. 

There will be a brief business meeting to report on Friends of the Library activities over the past year and 

activities planned for the year 2010. 

Do you have any craft books or magazines you no longer use? There will be a table of ―idea‖ publications 

available for the taking at the annual meeting. Sip a cup of coffee; nibble on a cookie; browse through the 

collection. You may find a great new craft project you‘d like to try. Magazines and books are free but, of course, 

any donation will be happily accepted. As ‗frosting on the cake‘ we will have a number of craft related door 

prizes. 

MEET THE STAFF: Connie Frazee is one of our librarians in Lake Stevens. Connie‘s family moved to Lake 

Stevens in 1943. She attended school and grew up in our community. 

Connie has two grown daughters. As they grew and became more involved in their own activities, Connie felt 

the need to develop activities outside the home. In 1992, armed with a Degree in Public Service, Connie set out 

to find a job. She was hired by Sno-Isle Libraries and went to work in Snohomish. Two years later, she 

transferred to Lake Stevens. When asked why she chose to work as a librarian she told this reporter that she 

loved the interaction with other people and found great satisfaction in giving back to the community.   

Her co-workers described her this way: ―She is kind, soft spoken, calm, and helpful. She keeps everything 

running smoothly, places orders, monitors the inventory, and seems to know everything about the library. If in 

doubt, we ask Connie.‖ 

Connie works 24 hours a week, usually in the morning. Next time you are in the library, tell her ―hi.‖ Thanks, 

Connie, for all you do to give this community a friendly, useful library. 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY USED BOOK CORNER: Have you checked out our used book corner? There 

may be a book or magazine that would like to follow you home. If not, maybe you could make a donation of 

reading material that will go home in someone else‘s knapsack.     

LIBRARY EVENTS:  

Lake Stevens Book Group ~ Wednesday, January 13, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. Join the discussion of "Echo Maker" 

by Richard Powers. For Adults 

Ready Readers: Family Storytime ~ Thursday, January 14, 21 & 28, 2010 at 10:30 a.m. Stories, songs and 

activities to help develop reading readiness. A playtime or craft may follow. For ages 18 months and up with 

caregiver. Supported by the Friends of the Lake Stevens Library. For children and families. 

Warm and Comfortable Quilts ~ Thursday, January 21, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. Local author Mary Hickey will 

talk about her two recent books, ñWarm Welcome: Cozy Quilts for Babyò and ―Comfort and Joy: 14 Quilts for 

Christmas.ò  See the actual quilts from the books.  

Puppets Please ~ Saturday, January 30, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. Come see colorful marionette animals perform in-

the-round, jumping onto laps and visiting children up close in a lively arena-style show! A family program 

supported by the Friends of the Lake Stevens Library.  

 


